
2014 Spartan Stampede Legacy Award in Honor of Jim Fusee 

Jim was born in Onaway Michigan in 1948 and raised on the “Wagon Wheel Ranch” – the largest horse ranch in the 

Midwest.  His Dad wintered about 300 head of horses and in the summer their herd grew to 600 or more.  They 

supplied Mackinaw Island and all the Michigan horse camps with horses.   Jim grew up riding, breaking, showing, 

training, buying, selling, racing, breeding and loving horses.  Jim was an athlete and musician.  He came from a 

musical family that loved to entertain. He played football, basketball and baseball in school.  He went to Alpena 

Community College on a baseball scholarship.  After college he 

coached Onaway High School Varsity Basketball for several years.  

Jim’s love for sports and music never lessened.  His television was 

always tuned into some sort of ball game or music program.  His 

favorite teams – MSU football and basketball - of course. 

 As a kid, one day after delivering horses for his Dad, he stopped by a 

Wild West Show and realized he could get paid $5 to ride bucking 

horses. He never told his Dad, just kept doing it when he thought he 

could get away with it.  He didn’t have much time to rodeo because 

buying and selling horses was how his family made a living. 

Jim was also an auctioneer.  He grew up in sale barns and there he 

learned to chant.  He practiced to keep himself awake driving home 

from horse sales.  He auctioneered the Gaylord Horse Sale for many 

years in addition to other sales throughout Michigan. 

After school he took up calf roping and picking up broncs.  He started working for Bob and Jane Spence’s rodeo 

company.  When they retired, he bought the company assets and started Wagon Wheel Rodeo Company.   

Jim strived to put on the best rodeo possible for the spectators, the committees and the contestants.  He worked 

hard at putting together the best string of bucking horses possible.  He loved being a Pick-up Man but flanking broncs 

was what he loved most. 

Jim was an IPRA Gold Card Member, as well as a member of the Midstates Rodeo Association.  Putting on rodeos for 

over 30 years, Jim was a familiar face throughout the Great Lakes Region.  On numerous occasions, Wagon Wheel 

Rodeo Company earned awards for his top caliber stock and events. 

Jim was a humble man and tried to not take his blessings for granted.  When Wagon Wheel Rodeo Company was 

asked to be the Stock Contractor for the Longhorn Rodeo Productions at the Palace of Auburn Hills in 2010, Jim said 

“Who would have ever thought a kid from Onaway would have come this far?”  He had dreamed of it, but was 

thrilled to actually realize the dream come true. 

Jim loved people but his passion was horses.  Rodeo was a way for him to put his interests together and be the 

entertainer he had always wanted to be.  Jim not only put on the top rodeos in the region, he used each event as a 

teaching tool for the committees, spectators and contestants.  

The MSU Spartan Stampede honors Jim Fusee for his dedication to the sport of rodeo, commitment to the growth of 

the MSU Rodeo Club, strengthening community partnerships through education and involvement while preserving 

the western heritage of the Spartan Stampede.  It is with great honor that we present the first Michigan State 

University Spartan Stampede Legacy Award in memory of Jim Fusee. 


